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Genesis 6-11 The flood and Babel
The accounts in this passage give us a contrast between a life lived for God’s praise
and one lived for the praise of others. We see Noah diligently and faithfully obeying
God. In contrast we see the people of Babel pursuing the admiration of the world. God
demonstrated through both narratives that He is the One we should be seeking to
please. Moreover, in the Flood account, God gives us a picture of salvation. Through
the ark, Noah and his family were saved from the flood that covered the entire world.
Although God was judging the earth, He made a way to bring salvation. Noah was given
a specific call, with a lot of uncertainty in the details, just as we have a specific calling to
preach the gospel to the world, but working out the details requires a willingness to walk
daily by faith in God.

Pre-Video Reading
Read Genesis 6-11:26.

Watch the video

https://fgasingapore.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/0.-How-to-use-this-guide.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6-11%3A26&version=NIV


Supplementary Reading - Doctrine of Judgement
This passage gives us two instances of God’s divine judgement. First, we see God flood
the earth, destroying everything except for Noah, his family, and two of every kind of
animal. Secondly, we see God confusing the languages at Babel, forcing the people to
scatter. At the start of Genesis 6, God is heartbroken over the wickedness of the world.
He determines that the wickedness is so great, something must be done. In Genesis
6:7, “So the LORD said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have
created – and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the
ground – for I regret that I have made them.” This is an important moment in the history
of humanity, one never to be repeated. In future chapters of Genesis and throughout the
Bible, we will see God’s judgement on specific cities or people, but this is the only time
God destroys everything, saving only the inhabitants of the ark.

What was so bad about the people of Noah’s time? Are we not in dark days ourselves?
God’s overwhelming judgement may seem arbitrary, excessive, or simply confusing.
What is crucial to understand about God’s judgement is that He is a sovereign God. He
created us, He determines our ultimate destiny. God was heartbroken over the state of
humanity. The flood cleansed the earth, and yet God knew it would not change the
sinful nature of human hearts. In Genesis 8:21, God is blessed by the burnt offering
Noah had made, and He said, “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans,
even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood.”

https://youtu.be/CRQ4YnxQc_U
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6%3A7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6%3A7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8%3A21&version=NIV


The other important point to learn about God’s judgement is that with judgement, there
is always mercy. Just as the judgement on Earth in Noah’s day points to a final
judgement over all the earth, the ark signifies the salvation Christ gave us by his
sacrifice on the cross. When we look at God’s righteous judgement and the way He has
made for us to salvation, there is only one question to ask: am I in the ark? Many of the
instances of God’s judgement in the Bible serve as a merciful warning to call people
back to God. For the people at Babel, having their languages confused by the Almighty
God was a clear warning to look to Him for security and not themselves.

Knowing that God is the ultimate judge also reminds us that we are not. Since He made
a way for us to find salvation and mercy at the cross, we are in no position to judge
those around us who seem beyond hope for salvation. While there is breath in their
lungs, there is hope and we must diligently pray and seek opportunities to share the
gospel, so that they may too escape eternal judgement.

Application Questions
Spend some time processing what you have learned with your Life
Group/Discipler/CLASSES@FGA study group.

1. What are some examples of situations where people are living for the praise or
approval of man? What problems have you seen from this effort?

2. Where are you guilty of putting the approval of man above God’s approval?
3. Read Genesis 6:8-9. In a wicked world, Noah stood out. What made him so

different?
4. Read Genesis 6:11-23. Imagine being in Noah’s shoes. How might you have

responded to God’s directions? What questions would you have had? What did
Noah do (verse 22)?

5. Even after God flooded the earth, Noah had a long wait in the ark before he and
his family and the animals could come out. Imagine what that must have been
like, waiting for God to call him out, stuck in the ark with all those animals. How
has waiting on God challenged and strengthened your faith?

6. Read Genesis 8:18-20. What was Noah’s first act after leaving the ark?
7. In Genesis 9, God establishes the Noahic covenant. What stands out to you in

the covenant? What is significant about the rainbow?
8. Read Genesis 11:4-9. What seems to be the motivation for the people to build

the city with the tall tower? How does God respond? What does that teach you
about God?

9. What differences do you see between the life of Noah and the people of Babel?
What consequences did each experience? Who do you identify with more
closely?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6%3A8-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6%3A11-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8%3A18-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11%3A4-9&version=NIV


Closing Reflection
Abraham and Issac’s stories remind us of our own walks with God: some hills, some
valleys, and sometimes it feels like we take two steps forward and then fall ten steps
back the next day. We usually stumble when we try to do something in our own
strength, or tired of waiting on God and deciding to “help” Him! Yet God never wavers,
never changes His plan, never gives up on us. What comfort does that give you that He
is always faithful – to Himself, to His promises, to His people? How does knowing He is
faithful change the way you want to relate to Him? In what area is God calling you to
obey, even though it is hard? In what situation are you waiting for God to move? How
are you tempted to take matters into your own hands? Will you surrender to Him, trust
His timing and His ways?

Take time to respond to these closing questions:

1. What challenges did God place on your heart during the time of personal
reflection?

2. How can your Life Group members pray for you and keep you accountable to
grow in this area of your life?

Prayer: Connecting with God
End the time by praying…

Pray for a heart that rests in God’s faithfulness.
Pray for a willing heart to wait on God’s ways and God’s timing.
Pray for an obedient heart when God’s calling is difficult.

Pentateuch
© 2022 Full Gospel Assembly

All Rights Reserved
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means – electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise without prior written permission.



Full Gospel Assembly
15 Playfair Road, #03-01, FGA@Playfair, Singapore 367987
Contact: 6339 1317
Email: classes@fgasingapore.org
Website: www.fgasingapore.org

Text: Ashleigh Pandya, Sue-Ann Tan, David Lim and Angeline Lim
Edited by: Nalinee
Videographer: Dennis Low
Video Editors: Dennis Low, Natalie Lim, Ang Hui Yee, Terence Lim
Graphic Design: Faith Lim

mailto:classes@fgasingapore.org
http://www.fgasingapore.org

